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himself and with others, unswervingly obedient and devoted
to duty, just and honourable, always cold, steadfast and
intelligent, Arthur Wellesley proved himself completely
equal to all the difficult military and political tasks imposed
upon a military commander in India. With what boldness
this prudent man, who carefully weighed every contingency
in advance, could seize his luck at the right moment, was
evidenced in the brilliant victory at Assaye 1 over a sixfold
superior force of Hindus, and by the bold charge into the
mountains of the Mahrattas. Returned to Europe, he took
part in the notorious marauding expedition to Copenhagen,
valiant and capable as ever, but also completely indifferent
to the sad fate of the feeble opponent who had been so
wantonly attacked. For never was a son of Britain so
completely impregnated with the old-fashioned national idea:
' My country, right or wrong/ Subsequently he assumed
the chief command in Portugal; filled from the outset with
the calm confidence of victory, he remarked drily: ' I
will hold my own/ The theatrical magnificence and pomp
of the new French warfare made no impression on this cool
intelligence. He never entertained any doubt concerning
the ultimate downfall of Napoleon. During the six years
of the Peninsular War he trained his mercenaries to a con-
summate skill in all the arts of old-fashioned warfare.

" He paid no attention to innovations and far-reaching
reforms ; he never rewarded a service ; he never favoured
a promotion from the ranks. He disliked self-reliant and
active-minded generals, and, while his large-hearted brother
Richard allowed an unrestricted freedom of action to gifted
subordinates, Arthur employed merely reliable and efficient
tools and showed a keen intuition in discovering them. His
adjutants were for the most part young peers, who, mounted
on the best horses in the world, punctually executed the
orders of their commander, and obediently renounced any
opkdons of their own. He knew his own worth; he said

1 On September 23, 1803 ; a victory over the Mahrattas, not over
Hindus.